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April 2, 2021

devotion by Rev. Dr. Hannah Ka: https://www.umc.org/en/content/good-friday-

ends-and-beginnings-holy-week-devotions

A dimmed light in theater cues the ending of a scene. The

darkness signals the curtain to close. A part of the story has

ended. If the protagonist is dead at this end, then we know it is a

tragedy.

Jesus’ death is a disappointment for those who hoped that he

would rise as a new political leader to overthrow the oppressive

colonial power of Rome and rebuild the nation that would

protect them. For those who executed his death sentence, it is a

clear victory against a rebel. This seemingly failed attempt

closes the curtain on the story, at least for many human eyes.

From the wider viewpoint of faith, however, it is not. It signals

something totally otherwise. At the moment of Jesus’ loud cry

and his last breath, there the curtain in the temple is torn in two.

This is the curtain that the God-fearing and Law-abiding Jewish

people had put up to keep some out. It is torn “from top to

bottom” (Mark 15:38) because God breaks the division between

the holy and the ordinary and erases the line between what is

acceptable and unacceptable.

The death of Jesus is an opening. God opens the closed curtains

that we so often put up and walks into our lives. God is not only

within our reach, but also reaches out to all humanity with the

redeeming grace of the cross. God treasures our ordinary life as

a part of eternity. God turns the ends of human tragedy into

new beginnings because God’s redemptive story always

eradicates any human-made divisive binaries we put up on

earth. God follows neither the Roman Empire nor the Jewish

Law. God builds a new kin-dom on earth according to God’s all-

embracing love. God is... and God does. 

O God, help us feel your presence in our daily lives, in our pain

and our despair. Open our eyes to see your new beginnings in

our endings. Guide us to live as a part of your redemptive story.

Amen. 
A/V Operator: Margot Ip

Good Friday Service 7 PM

Pastor: Jennifer Stamm

Music Director: Meiko Reigelman

Special Music: Linda Carroll & Dan

Liggett

A/V Operator: Margot Ip

 

Easter Sunday Service 10:30 AM

Pastor: Jennifer Stamm

Music Director: Meiko Reigelman

Special Music: Linda Carroll,

Dan Liggett & Kate Mulberry

Liturgists: Mattie & Eva Stamm

Holy  Week
Worsh ip  Par t i c i pant s

"Torn Veil" painting by Mike Moyers

https://www.umc.org/en/content/good-friday-ends-and-beginnings-holy-week-devotions
https://www.mikemoyersfineart.com/


April 2, 2021

   (outside event)

April 2 @ 7 PM:

   Good Friday Service

April 4 @ 10:30 AM:

   Easter Sunday Service

April 14 @ 7 PM:

   Church Council meeting

April 24 @ 10 AM:

   UMW Gift Day at Trinity

   UMC Grand Island

Continue to pray for Vignesh and his family.  Vignesh

would love to receive mail during his healing! His

address is:

Vignesh Stradley

158 Montrose Ave

Pray for Candy and Joe's neighbors: Roger, Debi, and

Scott.

Pray for Lurly Hunsberger.

Buffalo, NY 14214

Orchard Park United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.

We celebrate God’s gift of diversity and value the wholeness made possible in community

equally shared and shepherded by all. We welcome and affirm people of every gender

identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation, who are also of every age, race, ethnicity,

physical and mental ability, level of education, and family structure, and of every economic,

immigration, marital, and social status, and so much more. We acknowledge that we live in a

world of profound social, economic, and political inequities. As followers of Jesus, we commit

ourselves to the pursuit of justice and pledge to stand in solidarity with all who are

marginalized and oppressed.
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Have a prayer request you'd like to share? Has God answered your

prayer? Email opumc@verizon.net or call Pastor Jen at 603-4470. We will

include your prayer request or praise report in next week's NewsFlash.
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may

be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.

James 5:16

Upcom ing Even t s

Pastor Jennifer Stamm, CLM

phone: (716) 603-4470

email:  jendstamm@gmail.com

Prayer  Reque s t s

Thank you  t o  th i s  mon th ' s

S t .  Pau ly ' s  C l o th i ng  Shed

vo l un t ee r s !
George Slocum (4/4)

Ed Nuse (4/11)

Linda Carroll (4/18)

Mike Waters (4/25)

Apr i l

B i r thdays
Mattie Stamm (4/7)

Mike Stamm (4/7)

Candy Carberry (4/8)

Altar Flower sponsors - fill out an envelope and

pink slip found in the church.

We are collecting shoes, sneakers, flip flops and

sandals for Clara’s Closet. Please place footwear in

bins under coat racks  downstairs.  Please tie

sneakers together.

We have decided to keep our church food pantry

open! We will be accepting donations all year.

We're hiring! Let your friends or family know that

our treasurer position is open. The ideal candidate

would have background knowledge in accounting/

bookkeeping, taxes, and payroll. Interested

individuals can email Pastor Jen:

JenDStamm@gmail.com

Volun tee r  Oppor tun i t i e s


