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December 11, 2020

Sunday services are
available online!

For someone positioned so prominently in our Nativity scenes,
we don’t actually know that much about Joseph. We know he
and Mary were poor, and we know he was a carpenter. After
Jesus grew to adulthood and began his ministry, the people in
his hometown were confused about what he was doing. They
said, “Isn’t he just a carpenter’s son?” Basically, the logic of the
people was Jesus can’t be who he said he was because Joseph
wasn’t important enough. That is really all we know about
Joseph. This means if you find yourself feeling like you aren’t
playing the lead but are instead in the supporting cast of what
God is doing, don’t look down on that!

The story of Joseph reminds us significance doesn’t come from
a long biography but from faithfulness in the part you play.
Joseph faced an impossible circumstance. But as we read in
Matthew 1:20-23, an angel came to him in a dream with words
that changed everything. Jesus as only an example will crush
you—you will never be able to live up to his perfection. But Jesus
as Emmanuel, the name declared by the prophet Isaiah about
Jesus—as God with us—will save you. Joseph was willing to look
up and see the truth of who God is. In the midst of his
uncertainty, when what was right in front of him looked bleak
and maybe hopelessly difficult, he looked up to see a God who
was with him and who saves.

And there was joy in that realization for Joseph! That led him to
take part in the story, to be movable by God, to be bold and
courageous. And he did what the angel told him to do. Joseph
took an active role in what led to his salvation. Regardless of the
circumstances, or maybe in light of the circumstances, what
part is God asking you to play in your salvation? What do you
need to say yes or no to in light of Jesus coming to the world to
save and be with us?
Abbott, G. (2020). The Story of Joseph. L. Margheim, K. Hardaway, K. Freeman, & K.
Newkirk (Eds.), Nativity Stories: Reading and Reflection (p. 16). Orlando, FL: Summit
Church. Retrieved December 7, 2020, from
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56094b16e4b0ffe8bdc05bc4/t/5fbd7ea16f21b
71b361ce665/1606254242285/NativityStories_2020AdventDevotional.pdf

Due to Orchard Park being in
a designated "Covid-19 orange

hot spot zone," the church
building is CLOSED through

December.

There is NO SUNDAY
SERVICE, Sunday School, or

in-person Advent Bible
study until further notice.

This Sunday is the third
Sunday of Advent.

The third week of Advent is a time of
joy, a time of being thankful for all that
has been given - the promise of the
Savior who has come, who is present,
and who promises a return.

Mark 1:3 NIV
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Orchard Park United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.
We affirm the sacred worth of all people and strive to practice Christ’s example of

unconditional love without exclusion. All are welcome to participate fully in the life and
ministries of this congregation. Whatever your race, ethnicity, economic situation, background
or belief, age or condition of ableness, whether single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and
are welcome here. God calls us to acts of love, grace, and advocacy to promote healing and

reconciliation. We welcome and affirm our LGBTQIA+ brothers, sisters and siblings, sons,
daughters and children, people of all sexual orientations and gender identities.

We desire to follow God’s vision to be a place without barriers, a sanctuary for all.

Pray for Pastor Jen’s family, as Jen’s grandmother, Evelyn Riffel,
has been put in hospice.
Pray for Lurly Hunsberger, who was moved to the Memory
Care unit of Fox Run recently.
Pray for continued healing for Beth Stuart's friend Tony.
Pray for the families that we bless through our AOK program.
Pray for people people in our community, as the COVID-19
pandemic affects all of us in different ways.

Have a prayer request you'd like to share? Has God answered your
prayer? Email opumc@verizon.net or call Pastor Jen at 603-4470. We will
include your prayer request or praise report in next week's NewsFlash.
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may

be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.
James 5:16

This year's Angel Tree ministry has gone virtual!
Even though we will not be picking up physical paper angels,
we are still able to bless three local families with Christmas
gifts. Call the office at 716-662-7912 to choose your angels.
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Thank you  t o  th i s  mon th ' s

S t .  Pau ly ' s  C l o th i ng  Shed

vo l un t ee r s !

Prayer  Reque s t s

Pastor Jennifer Stamm, CLM
phone: (716) 603-4470

email:  jendstamm@gmail.com

December

B i r thdays
Marie Gorman (12/5)
Jane Varney (12/7)
Robyn Pugh (12/18)
Julie Waters (12/30)

Linda Carroll (12/6)
George Slocum (12/13)

Dan Liggett (12/20)
Rich Spinelli (12/27)

Thank you for your poinsettia
contributions that add to the
beauty of our church during
Advent and Christmas. Attached
is the list of poinsettia dedications.
You may pick up your poinsettias
from the Haley Room when the
church is open. Please call the
church for available pickup times.



Christmas Poinsettia
Dedications

Joe & Candy Carberry

Candy Carberry

Art & Phyllis Cooper

Rebecca Friot-Achtyl

Magdeline Hayman

Marilyn Henning

Bea Hudson

Donna Kroh

Ed Nuse

Bill & Mary Jane Russell

George & Vivian Slocum

Rosalind Slotman

Wrinn Family

OPUMC Friends

In memory of our parents: Lu & Frank Condon,

     and Pat & Gene Carberry

To Honor our children and grandsons

In memory of my friend, Jane Keane

In memory of family members

To honor our grandchildren

In memory of Donna Friot & Elaine Achtyl

In memory of John Hayman

In memory of Lois & Erwin Bowell

In memory of Marion & Clarence Henning

In memory of John Henning

To honor family

In memory of loved ones

In memory of Albert & Mae Nuse

To honor all our grandchildren

To honor family

In memory of David, Frank & Ruth Slotman,

     Ceylon & Peg Snider

To honor family

To honor our grandchildren

In memory of our friend, Jim Harp

In memory of our friend, David Lohiser


