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February 26, 2021

Bible reading
prayer
worship
solitude/rest
fasting
celebrating God with others
Sabbath

"Come to me, all who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest."

Matthew 11:28
 

Even when facing the punishment of death, Daniel continued to
practice being with God - praying three times a day and
following closely after God with diet, service, and leadership -
while living as an exile in a foreign land without a church building
or any organized religion.

Do you think it is possible to love people the way Jesus did if we
aren't spending time in His presence?

The Challenges for the Week of Being focus on several spiritual
disciplines:

What do these disciplines look like in your life right now?

Which one of these comes easiest to you? Why?

Which one of these do you struggle with the most? Why is that?

Rank yourself on a scale of 1 (very poor) to 10 (excellent) on how
disciplined you are currently in your relationship with God.

"If a man wants to be used by God, he cannot spend all of his
time with people." -A. W. Tozer

Pray for the Lord to draw you near to Him this week.
excerpt from Red Letter Challenge by Zach Zehnder

OPUMC is open for
in-person worship and

activities.
COVID-19 precautions must
be followed to ensure that
we are gathering as safely

as possible.

Lay Speaker: Candy Carberry

Music Director: Meiko Reigelman

Liturgist: George Slocum

A/V Operator: Peter Slotman
Adult Sunday School 9:30 AM

Worship Service 10:30 AM

Discipleship Ministries of UMC has
created daily prayers for anti-racism.
Enclosed is a list of last week's
prayers.

February  28
Worsh ip  Par t i c i pant s



February 26, 2021

Liturgists for Sunday mornings. Please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board, or
you can email Shannon or call the office (662-7912, extension 2) to arrange a date.
Children's Ministry Team members.  Please let Pastor Jen know if you are
interested!
We are collecting shoes, sneakers, flip flops and sandals for Clara’s Closet. Please
place footwear in bins under coat racks  downstairs.  Please tie sneakers together.
We have decided to keep our church food pantry open! We will be accepting
donations all year. Corey from 716 Fresh is open on Sunday’s from 1-2 if anyone
wants to drop off items for our food shelf. Or, call Art Cooper, Missions Coordinator
(662-9125) to arrange a drop off or pick-up. If you know someone who is in need,
please contact Pastor Jen at (603-4470) or JenDStamm@gmail.com.
Treasurer - please contact Pastor Jen or Carolyn if interested.
UMCOR Sunday is March 14. The United Methodist Committee on Relief is the global
humanitarian aid and development organization of the United Methodist Church.
UMCOR comes alongside those who suffer from natural or human-caused disasters
– be it famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire or other events—to alleviate suffering and to
be a source of help and hope for those left most vulnerable. One hundred percent of
donations are directed to an earmarked project or relief effort. Administrative
expenses are funded by an annual offering collected by United Methodist churches
on UMCOR Sunday.

page 02

Volun tee r  Oppor tun i t i e s

Four new blankets and seven

bags of food from our Food

Shelf were taken to the

Wesleyan Church in Hamburg

on Monday. The items are to be

taken to Texas to assist those in

need following the recent storm.

"If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves

and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want

to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life

for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it."
Matthew 8:34-35



February 26, 2021

February 28 @ 9:30 AM:

   Adult Sunday School
February 28 @ 10:30 AM:

   in-person Sunday worship
March 8, 9:30 AM-1 PM:

   Sewing Circle
March 10, 7 PM:

   Church Council Meeting
March 14: UMCOR Sunday

Pray for Pastor Jen, who is home recovering from
COVID-19 and pneumonia.
Pray for Ed Nuse's 9-year old great-nephew,
Vignesh, and for Vignesh's parents, Alicia and Mark.
Vignesh's surgery has been postponed and his
parents need some guidance as the look for a
second and third opinion.
Pray for the health of Paul Steirheim.
Please pray for Candy and Joe's neighbor, Scott,
who received a stem cell transplant and is in Roswell
for treatment.
Please pray Roger and Debi, friends of Candy and
Joe. Roger has been fighting prostate cancer for 13
years. Roger's mother also passed away this week.
Pray for Marge, Candy and Joe's neighbor, that she
is comfortable and at peace.
Pray for Signe Ulrich, who is in rehab after hip
surgery.
Pray for Pat Fogle, who is recovering from a broken
wrist.
Pray for Lurly Hunsberger.
Pray for continued healing for Beth Stuart's friend
Tony.
Pray for people in our community, as the COVID-19
pandemic affects all of us in different ways.

Orchard Park United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.
We celebrate God’s gift of diversity and value the wholeness made possible in community

equally shared and shepherded by all. We welcome and affirm people of every gender
identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation, who are also of every age, race, ethnicity,
physical and mental ability, level of education, and family structure, and of every economic,

immigration, marital, and social status, and so much more. We acknowledge that we live in a
world of profound social, economic, and political inequities. As followers of Jesus, we commit

ourselves to the pursuit of justice and pledge to stand in solidarity with all who are
marginalized and oppressed.
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Orchard Park United Methodist Church
3700 N. Buffalo Street
Orchard Park, NY 14127
phone:  (716) 662-7912

email:  opumc@verizon.net
website:  www.opumc.com

Thank you  t o  th i s  mon th ' s

S t .  Pau ly ' s  C l o th i ng  Shed

vo l un t ee r s !
Linda Carroll (2/28)
Mike Waters (3/7)
Rich Spinelli (3/14)
Art Cooper (3/21)
Dan Liggett (3/28)

Upcom ing Even t s

Pastor Jennifer Stamm, LP
phone: (716) 603-4470

email:  jendstamm@gmail.com

Have a prayer request you'd like to share? Has God answered your
prayer? Email opumc@verizon.net or call Pastor Jen at 603-4470. We will
include your prayer request or praise report in next week's NewsFlash.
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may

be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.
James 5:16

Prayer  Reque s t s

Niagara Frontier District

UMW Upcoming Events

March 27 @ 10 AM, Zoom:

Memorial Service

April 24 @ 10 AM:

Gift Day at Trinity UMC Grand Island



FEBRUARY 15, 2021
O God, who has made us in thine own likeness and who dost love all whom
thou hast made, suffer us not, because of difference in race and color or
condition, to separate ourselves from others and thereby from thee; but teach
us the unity of the family and the universality of thy love. As thy Son, our
Savior, was born of a Hebrew mother and ministered first to his brothers of
the House of Israel, but rejoices in the faith of a Sryo-Phoenician woman and
the faith of a Roman soldier, and suffered his cross to be carried by a man
from Africa, teach us also, while loving and serving our own, to enter into
community of the whole human family. And forbid that from pride of birth or
hardness of hearts we should despise any for whom Christ died or injure any
in whom Christ lives. Amen.
Anonymous (contributed by Walter D. Dennis), from Race and Prayer: Collected Voices Many Dreams edited by Malcolm Boyd and
Chester L. Talton (Morehouse Publishing, 2003), 188.

FEBRUARY 16, 2021
Who Knows?
Who knows what signal,
what internal sentry,
prodded Rosa to sit when the bus driver said: “Get up and move.”

Was it her aching feet, as some have said?
Was it her pounding head that could not wrap itself around the concept of
such inequality?
Or was it her aching heart, bruised from years of injury compounded with
interest?

Perhaps, it was just impossible for her to walk any longer with the spiny
pebble of injustice in her shoe, in her life, in her spirit.

Only God knows the signal,
the sentry,
the prod required for each of us.

Oh God, let there be enough feeling left in me to feel your nudging when it
comes.
Amen.
Safiyah Fosua, Africana Liturgical Resources for Black History Month, Safiyah Fosua, ed.



FEBRUARY 17, 2021
I’m so glad trouble won't last always.
I’m so glad trouble won't last always.
Oh, I’m so glad trouble won't last always.
O my Lord, O my Lord, what shall I do?
What shall I do?
-Hush, Hush, Somebody’s Callin’ My Name, African American Spiritual

Are you still calling my name, O Lord?
Are you still wanting me to rise up and hope?
You’ve been calling so long,
You’ve been sending so long,
What shall I do, O my Lord, what shall I do?

It is one thing to have faith
That trouble won’t last always.
It is one thing to hope for an end
To the ills that beset us
The divisions that decrease us
The hate that defines us.

But it is another thing all together
To be part of the change,
To say no more to racism,
To change my heart and my world.
What shall I do, O my Lord, what shall I do?

Are you still calling my name, O Lord?
Are you still wanting me to rise up and hope,
With hands and words as well as heart?
You’ve been calling so long.
What shall I do?
Derek C. Weber, February 2021



FEBRUARY 18, 2021
God first

I find myself searching
I find myself yearning
I find myself empty
A vessel seeking to be filled

God first
Bless me with companions for the journey
Gift me with companions with whom to share
Grant me a sense of wholeness
A vessel to serve

God first
Amen.
Ernesto R. Medina, from Race and Prayer: Collected Voices Many Dreams edited by Malcolm Boyd and Chester L. Talton (Morehouse
Publishing, 2003), 195.

FEBRUARY 19, 2021
Just in Case
(Based on Psalm 26)

Gracious God, we gather today like the psalmist declaring that we believe that
we have walked in integrity. We also believe that we have walked in
faithfulness, avoided hypocrites and shunned the company of evildoers. We
declare to you all of the good things that we remember doing and saying and
believe all week. But, just in case our level of integrity is not the same as yours,
we, like the psalmist, say, prove us. Place your steadfast love before us again
and again and again until we walk in faithfulness to you. Allow us to sit in your
presence, until we soak up your character and reflect your glory to the world.
Prove us. Try us. Test our hearts and minds until our faith is able to stand
surefooted on solid ground. Then, prove us again and again until you’re
satisfied.
Kwasi I. Kena, The Africana Worship Book, For Year B, Valerie Bridgeman Davis, PhD, and Safiyah Fosua, eds., Discipleship Resources,
2007, p. 139.


