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December 18, 2020

We wait for the coming of Christ at Christmas. We wait for the
COVID-19 vaccine, and the end of this devastating pandemic. We wait
to be able to safely see our family and friends again, indoors and
without masks. We wait, sometimes patiently, sometimes not so
patiently.

Remember activities leading up to the anticipated arrival of a loved
one. We clean the house, change the sheets, buy and prepare their
favorite foods. We prepare in advance so that when they are with us
we can enjoy their presence while ensuring that they feel welcome
and loved. This is what the time of Advent is meant for, not a passive
waiting, a countdown to Christmas. It is a time of the active
preparation of our hearts, our homes and our community for the
coming of Our Savior. Our God is coming to us, and we are called to
“prepare the way of the Lord.”

Preparing the way for the Lord is paving the road with God’s justice.
God’s justice favors the poor, the lowly, the neglected and the
marginalized. We have the opportunity this Advent season to prepare
God’s roads into our hearts and into our community. We are invited to
examine our prejudices, our blind spots. We are encouraged to take
action in our community to realize the justice of God’s Kingdom here
and now. We are anticipating the presence of the most important
houseguest we will ever welcome. I invite you to join me this week in
the work of cleaning, planning and preparing for His arrival.

I wish you and your loved ones continued Advent blessings of good
health, renewed hope and great peace.  During this Advent Season, it
has been my prayer that each of you would find opportunities to
reflect on your own faith and relationship with Jesus Christ. Whatever
it is that our hearts desire, whether we realize it or not, our ultimate
desire is Jesus Himself, for this reason, we are filled with joy at
Christmas to know that all that we hoped for has been fulfilled in the
person of the Christ Child. During all our current challenges and
concerns, the love of God is made manifest to us in the wonderful gift
of His Son, Jesus. With the angels in Bethlehem, our faith moves us to
sing: “Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth!”
We recognize that true peace on earth flows from our recognition
and praise of God in our lives.

Pastor Jennifer

Due to Orchard Park being in a
designated "Covid-19 orange hot spot

zone," the church building is CLOSED
through December.

OPUMC's Christmas Eve service
will be pre-recorded and will

premiere on YouTube at
7 PM on December 24th.

Part of the service will be an
online "love feast" (sometimes

called an "agape meal.")
Please have juice and crackers

(or any substitute) ready.

“Look, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son,
    and they shall name

him Emmanuel,”
which means,

“God is with us.”
Matthew 1:23
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Orchard Park United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.
We affirm the sacred worth of all people and strive to practice Christ’s example of

unconditional love without exclusion. All are welcome to participate fully in the life and
ministries of this congregation. Whatever your race, ethnicity, economic situation, background
or belief, age or condition of ableness, whether single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and
are welcome here. God calls us to acts of love, grace, and advocacy to promote healing and

reconciliation. We welcome and affirm our LGBTQIA+ brothers, sisters and siblings, sons,
daughters and children, people of all sexual orientations and gender identities.

We desire to follow God’s vision to be a place without barriers, a sanctuary for all.

Pray for the friends and family of Evelyn Riffel as they
remember the beautiful life she led. Prayers for Pastor Jen and
her family.
Pray for Lurly Hunsberger, who is having memory troubles.
Pray for continued healing for Beth Stuart's friend Tony.
Pray for the families that we bless through our AOK program.
Pray for people people in our community, as the COVID-19
pandemic affects all of us in different ways.

Have a prayer request you'd like to share? Has God answered your
prayer? Email opumc@verizon.net or call Pastor Jen at 603-4470. We will
include your prayer request or praise report in next week's NewsFlash.
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may

be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.
James 5:16
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Thank you  t o  th i s  mon th ' s

S t .  Pau ly ' s  C l o th i ng  Shed

vo l un t ee r s !

Prayer  Reque s t s

Pastor Jennifer Stamm, CLM
phone: (716) 603-4470

email:  jendstamm@gmail.com

December

B i r thdays
Marie Gorman (12/5)
Jane Varney (12/7)
Robyn Pugh (12/18)
Julie Waters (12/30)

Linda Carroll (12/6)
George Slocum (12/13)

Dan Liggett (12/20)
Rich Spinelli (12/27)

Thank you for your poinsettia contributions that add to
the beauty of our church during Advent and Christmas.

This Sunday is the fourth
Sunday of Advent.

When we look at the fourth Advent
candle, we remember God’s promise of
peace. We recall the words of Jesus in
John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give to you.” As we approach
Christmas, we remember that God’s
intention is a place of peace where
people shake hands instead of harm one
another.


