
February 26 

Dinner — 6:00pm 
Please sign up. 

Service — 7:00pm 

The church will be 

open from 12:30.  
Pastor Jennifer will 

be available to  
administer ashes.  
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LENT begins... 

Happy Groundhog Day! 

 If you aren’t familiar with it, Groundhog Day is a “holiday” where we 

watch to see if a groundhog sees his shadow when he emerges from his 

burrow. If he sees it, legend says that we will have to endure winter for 6 

more weeks! If the little guy doesn’t notice his shadow, then we can expect 

an early spring. I know….. it sounds silly. But, when we are up to our 

eyeballs in snow and ice, it’s a fun distraction. You may have seen the 

movie “Groundhog Day” with Bill Murray. Bill plays a grumpy, self-centered 

TV weatherman who has to cover this silly event every year in 

Punxsutawney. Well, he reluctantly does the story on the “star” 

groundhog, Punxsutawney Phil, and is mean to anyone and everyone in his 

path. When a snowstorm strands the news crew in town overnight, Bill 

finds himself reliving Groundhog Day over and over again. After weeks of 

waking up February 2nd to the same day and town he HATES, he decides to 

use the time to make himself better. We watch as he is transformed from 

this selfish, mean man into a kind, caring person who tries to use the “do 

over” day to help the people of this little town. He 

becomes a “changed man”, really loving others, not 

just for his own selfish gain, but because he 

genuinely cares for them. And, you guessed it, he 

gets the girl, and wakes up to find it’s finally 

February 3rd. 

 It reminds me of how stubborn I can be… 

refusing to leave my selfish ways. Sometimes, I feel 

like I am stuck in my own “Groundhog Day”, going 

around that same mountain! But, I can celebrate 

that God will not leave me STUCK in that same old grumpy, self-centered 

mindset! No, He is transforming me little by little….from “glory to glory”. I 

can rejoice that “He who has begun a good work in me WILL carry it on to 

completion.” (Philippians 1:6) As Max Lucado says, “God loves me just the 

way I am, but loves me too much to leave me that way.” He wants me to 

reflect the image of Christ…..in all that I do….all that I say….all that I 

think…..all that I am. And, He will give me plenty of “do-overs”— 

opportunities to get it right! 

Grace and Peace to each of you! 

Pastor Jennifer 

“God loves me 

just the way I 

am, but loves 

me too much to 

leave me that 

way.”  

-Max Lucado 

 



 
Sunday, February 2 

9:30 AM Adult Study 

11 AM Worship &  SS 

  Greeter:  Bea Hudson 

Lay Reader:  Linda Carroll 

Coffee Hour Host:  Donna Kroh 

AV:  Peter Slotman 

 

Sunday, February 9 

9:30 AM Adult Study 

11 AM Worship &  SS 

  Greeters:  The Pugh Family 

Lay Readers:  Boy Scouts 

Coffee Hour Host:  Candy Carberry 

AV: Margot Ip 

 

Sunday, February 16 

9:30 AM Adult Study 

11 AM Worship &  SS 

  Greeter:  Marilyn Henning 

Lay Reader:  Candy Carberry 

Coffee Hour Hosts: Lurly  

      Hunsberger 

AV:  Peter Slotman 

 

Sunday, February 23 

9:30 AM Adult Study 

11 AM Worship &  SS 

  Greeter:  Lurly Hunsberger  

Lay Reader:  TBD 

Coffee Hour Host: Alice Hutchins 

AV: Margot Ip 

 

Wednesday February 26 

7:00 PM Worship Service with 

   Imposition of Ashes 

Lay Reader: TBD 

 

 

Joe & Carol Adamczak &  
  Family (sudden deaths in the family) 
Grace Richardson (friend of  
   Pastor Jen, health issues) 

 

Page 2 

February Worship 
Participants 

 

Mary Jane Russell 2/7 
Charlene Marcus 2/14 
Beth Kaforey 2/23 

LENT begins 

We are looking for a few good People!   

You don’t even have to know how to sing! 

Joining a choir isn't just fun; it's actually 

good for you! It is good for keeping your 

brain active: you keep count or at least con-

centrate and watch your director. It's great for your memory 

too! Words and harmonies soon become second nature.  

Not only does your brain benefit from all that concentration 

practice, your mental health and well-being are boosted too. 

Music has the power to break down barriers and increases 

trust and bonding in the group. Singing also releases oxytocin 

(that chemical that manages stress and anxiety)! No matter 

how much you love your work and your family, we all need 

time to relax. 

Singing with and directing choirs has seen 

me through losses of people in my life, 

stressful times workwise, financial prob-

lems and general down days. I wonder 

whether some musicians are aware that 

by singing their songs I evoke the feelings I 

felt when losing my friend or on the other 

extreme the feeling I felt when I first locked eyes with my 

son. Music takes you to places that you can't explain. The 

answer to how it does this in my opinion lies within harmo-

ny. All the different sounds created by the different voices 

come together and combine to light up the choir and create 

a mass; to quote a fellow choir director "wall of sound". I 

read somewhere that the singer's heartbeats in a choir be-

come synchronized! That's amazing! 

If you are looking for something new to try and feel like lifting 

your spirit… join the choir! Talk with me or Mary Jane Russell.  

I call it the perfect drug and completely legal and risk free! 

-Pastor Jennifer 

 "Music is 

what feelings 

sound like". 

It's cheap 

therapy! 
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UMW GIFT DAY 

GIFT DAY is Saturday, February 29, 2020, at Churchill Memorial UMC in Boston NY. Anyone wishing 

to ride together can meet me at the church at 9 AM. Donations from us will be be taken to Churchill 

that day. You can place them on the table in the Fellowship Hall. A sign-up sheet and list of requests 

is on the bulletin board by the kitchen. This year’s speaker is Rev. Diann Holt, creator and director of 

the Durham Baby Café.   

WHAT IS GIFT DAY?   

A Niagara Frontier District UMW gathering and opportunity to learn about and support 

some local mission efforts. See list on bulletin board.  Bring as much or as little as you feel 

led and able.  Most missions will have a representative available to answer questions and 

tell you more about that project. After refreshments, we gather for a time of worship and 

hear the speaker. It is a happy celebration of local missions. 

 

Beginning this month, like last year, envelopes for donation or love offering to help support our 

2020 UMW budget will be available. INSTEAD of baking pies or cookies, or working at fish dinners, 

we are requesting support to pay for the lovely flowers on the altar each  week (when no one signs 

up), coffee and kitchen supplies for fellowship hour, programs like ‘family night’ last May, baby-

sitting, and our pledge to Missions (goes to District).  We also have a budget line for missions, local 

or global emergencies and a contribution to the Network of Religious Communities.   

Thank you in advance!  Carolyn Wrinn, President UMW 

Boy Scout Ministries Sunday 

Sunday, February 9, 2020 

 On February 9th, we will recognize a 100-year journey 

that The United Methodist Church has taken together 

with the Boy Scouts of America to impact the lives of 

youth throughout our nation.  

 The Orchard Park United Methodist Church 

partnered with a scout troop many years ago; but join 

us on the 9th as we welcome and worship with local 

Troop #285, sponsored by Hillcrest Fire Co.  

All are welcome to register and attend the   

Niagara Frontier District of The United 
Methodist Church 

Catch the Spirit 

Discipleship Gathering 

March 7, 2020  ~  8:00am to 3:30pm 

Clarence United Methodist Church 

Registration forms are in the Fellowship 

Hall.; due February 14. More details are 

with the registration form. 

February greetings!  Last month we designated our mission funds to 

UMCOR ($400), Seneca Street ($150), Clara’s Closet ($150), Family 

Justice Center ($150) and Red Bird Mission ($150).  Thank you all for 

your donations and participation. 

There is a sign-up sheet for kids who want to light the altar candles 
and another sign-up sheet for adults who wish to welcome worship-
pers and read scripture during worship. Please sign up on the bulletin 
board outside the kitchen on the date that works best for you. 



The Nicaragua  Project 

To attend school in Nicaragua, children MUST wear shoes. The Missions Team is asking for your help 

to make a difference in the lives of these children.  

Until February 16th, we will be collecting new and gently used 

shoes, sandals, sneakers and flip-flops We will also collect adult 

footwear. No Boots please. It would be helpful to tie pairs of 

sneakers together and put no more than 3 or 4 pairs of shoes in 

one bag. This will help to keep pairs together. A collection box will 

be located in the Fellowship Hall. If you have any questions, please 

call Candy Carberry (649-1654).  Thank you! 

 

The Sewing Circle which meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month, 

from 9:30am-1:00pm welcomes anyone interested!!  We make blankets 

and quilts of different sizes to give away. 

Right now we have 2 fleece blanket kits that are No Sew--only tied. If 

you would like to help, just come. 

If you have any questions, please contact Carolyn Wrinn (648-1179; 

csrin@yahoo.com). 
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Note from  

CHURCH COUNCIL 

We want to thank all of you who 

submitted an estimate of giving 

(pledge card) for 2020. We also 

want to thank those who give 

regularly but do not submit a card 

for one reason or another. 

Our expected income from this 

source is expected to be about 

$84,000 which is about 82% of our 

budget. 

Thank you for your continuing 

support of your church. 

Ed Nuse,  

Treasurer 

*Free Notary Service available  

  until June 2023. 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 - 6:00 PM  
(Carpool from church 5:30 PM) 

Everyone is invited to this night of good food 

and great entertainment. This year’s show is 

“On a First Name Basis”. The cost is $55 per 

person. More details about this evening are on 

the sign-up sheet posted outside the kitchen.  

Please sign up with your choice of entrees by 

March 8 or contact Vivian Slocum (9662-7618). 

Desiderio’s Dinner Theatre 

                        Night Out!   
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ASBURY YOUTH WINTER RETREAT 

“If we are Faithless, He remains Faithful” 2 Timothy 2:3 

This was the theme of our Youth Winter Retreat at Camp Asbury.  We studied Peter and how he 

lapsed in his faith of Jesus.  Before Christ’s death, Peter denied him three times.  And after 

Christ’s crucifixion, Jesus ask Peter three times, “Do you love me?” and showing Peter that he 

was always loved.   

We had seven youth and had a great 

time. Instead of sleds for snow, sleds 

were made for mud. Then the high winds 

came and moving “cardboard sleds” were 

very tough to control as we moved 

through different stations.   

 

 

Youth came from all over the 

Niagara Frontier District for 

a great weekend of worship, 

learning, team building and  

fellowship.  



CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Jennifer Stamm, CLM 

Office hours: Thursday, 12:30-3:30pm 

716-603-4470; JenDStamm@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant:  Michelle Kemp 

716-245-1692; Tues. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Thurs. 12:30-

3:30 PM, and Fri. 9:00 AM -12:00 noon 

Sunday Morning Childcare:  Sue Stachewicz 

Phone:  716-941-3146 

Custodian:  Maria Galley  

716-997-6072 ; maria.galley@yahoo.com 

Living in 

Christ’s love, 

serving God 

and  

neighbor. 

Page 6 

The last Sunday 
of each month is 
called "Food 
Pantry Sunday."  

You can place your food items on 
the floor at the end of your pew.  
Other days, put your donation in 
one of the baskets in the Narthex. 

St. Pauly’s Clothing  
February Shed Volunteers 

Week of:  
2/3 Ed Nuse 
2/10 Amanda & Tom 
 Donovan 
2/17 Rich Spinelli 
2/24 Ed Nuse 

Please be sure to arrange a 
replacement when you are 
unable to work your week. 

 

 

Dear friends,  

Marcia and I were surprised and 
delighted to have received your 
Christmas greetings and gift. Thank 
you!  

We would also add our thanks for 
your prayers and thoughts during 
Marcia's illness. She appears to be 
well on the road to recovery and trust 
that the medical therapy she's 
receiving will prevent any further 
occurrences. 

Blessings, 

Jay and Marcia 

Next O.W.L.S. Lunch 

Tuesday, February 25, 12noon  

(Olive Garden) 

Join with other OWLS on the 

last Tuesday of the month at a 

different local restaurant.  

If you would like to go, please 

contact Corley Gordon at 740-

8667. 

      Older,  

      Wiser, 
                      Livelier  

                       Seniors 
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February 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

Adult Bible St. 
9:30am 

Worship 
11:00am 

UMYF 6:30pm 

3 

 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 
7:00-8:30pm 

4 5 

 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 
6:00-7:30pm 

 

6 

 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 
6:00-7:30pm 

 

7 
 

8 

9 

Adult Bible St. 
9:30am 

Worship 
11:00am 

Scout Sunday 

10 

Sewing Circle 
9:30am-1:00pm 
 
 

Girl Scouts 
5:30-7:30pm 
 

Girl Scouts 
6:00-8:00pm 

11 

 

 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 
7:00-8:30pm 

12 
 
 

13 
 

14 
Valentine’s Day 

 

15 

16 

Adult Bible St. 
9:30am 

Worship 
11:00am 

 

UMYF  6:30pm 

17  
President’s Day 

18 19 
 
 

20 
716 Fresh  
8am-2pm 
 

World Day of 
Prayer Planning  
1:30pm (St. John’s 
Lutheran Church) 
 

Girl Scouts 
6:00-7:30pm 

21 
716 Fresh  
8am-2pm 

22 

23 

Adult Bible St. 
9:30am 

Worship 
11:00am 

 

24 

Sewing Circle 
9:30am-1:00pm 
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 
6:00-8:00pm 

25 

OWLS 
Lunch 12noon 
(Olive Garden) 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 
6:30-7:30pm 

26 27 
716 Fresh  
8am-9pm 

28 
Exemplary Needle 
Guild 
9:00am-3:30pm 

29 
UMW Niagara 
Frontier District 
Gift Day 

6pm Dinner 
7pm Service 
 

Church open in 
afternoon for 
ashes 

 LENT begins 



Orchard Park United Methodist Church   
3700 North Buffalo Road 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 

www.opumc.com 
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