
page 01

January 29, 2021

Pray for Carol Brauer's brother,
Walter Nottleman, who is
suffering from severe dementia
and a broken hip that required
surgery.
Pray for Maria Galley's uncle,
Scott Jedrysik, who is home
from the hospital but has a long
road to recovery from COVID-
19.
Pray for the health of Donna
Kroh's son-in-law, Mike, and
Mike's mother.
Pray for Lurly Hunsberger, who
is having memory troubles.
Pray for continued healing for
Beth Stuart's friend Tony.
Continue pray for our new
president and all our elected
leaders as they tackle the many
obstacles facing our country.
Pray for people people in our
community, as the COVID-19
pandemic affects all of us in
different ways.

Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.

Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them.
Full of honor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever.

He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; the LORD is gracious and merciful.
He provides food for those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his covenant.

He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them
the heritage of the nations.

The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy.
They are established forever and ever, to be performed

with faithfulness and uprightness.
He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever.

Holy and awesome is his name.
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;

all those who practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever.
Psalm 111

Psalm 111 glories in the permanent reality of the coming Messiah, Christ’s promise
in the crucifixion and His resurrection still a millennia away for the Hebrews. This
Psalm is a beautiful reminder to the Hebrew people of what God has done for
them in the Exodus. It reminds us of how God provided, protected and showed
mercy in the wilderness. And even more, what God will do for those who study His
Word and follow Him as He sends them the Messiah. These verses remind us that
“once-and-for-all” God’s purposes for each generation are clear markers of His
love for us!

Our response: worship! Worship in fear of our “awesome” God (Psalm 111:9-10.) In
the 21st century, most often when we think fear, we think scary or harmful –
something we need to get away from or overcome. In the Old Testament, our
Hebrew brothers and sisters understood that the fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom. So to fear the Lord is a good thing that nurtures us and calls us to
maturity in the faith and in wisdom. The word “fear” in Hebrew is a synonym for
love or something/one to cling to or to serve. It is about being in the presence of
the Holy One! When we enter into a relationship with God, it is right to fear Him –
to love Him and cling to Him.

When we talk about the practice of a fruitful congregation, "passionate worship,"
what we are talking about is more than showing up to service or the amazing
music or the amount placed in the offering or volunteering to usher. These are all
expressions of worship, but they do not define all that worship is! In the end,
worship is about God. Worship is about where we place our attention and priority,
not only on Sunday but each day. Worship takes our eyes off the busyness of life
and fixes our eyes on Jesus. Indeed, the world can distract us and cause us to
prioritize just about everything above our Worshiping God with Passion.  However
if we would only listen to the Psalmist and heed the Word: The good life begins in
the fear of God— Do that and you’ll know the blessing of God. His Hallelujah lasts
forever; think of how each of our lives would change! My prayer is that we would
worship God with such passion that we would inspire hope that begins with the
good life of fear in the hearts of those who are seeking!
Talbott, A. (2020, September 14). InSPIRE Worship. Retrieved January 22, 2021, from
https://www.casonumc.org/inspire-worship/

Have a prayer request you'd like to
share? Has God answered your
prayer? Email opumc@verizon.net or
call Pastor Jen at 603-4470. We will
include your prayer request or praise
report in next week's NewsFlash.
Therefore confess your sins to each other
and pray for each other so that you may

be healed. The prayer of a righteous
person is powerful and effective.

James 5:16

Prayer  Reque s t s



January 29, 2021

February 7: Super Bowl Sunday

February 10 @ 7 PM: Church Council

   meeting

February 17: Ash Wednesday

Orchard Park United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.
We celebrate God’s gift of diversity and value the wholeness made possible in community

equally shared and shepherded by all. We welcome and affirm people of every gender
identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation, who are also of every age, race, ethnicity,
physical and mental ability, level of education, and family structure, and of every economic,

immigration, marital, and social status, and so much more. We acknowledge that we live in a
world of profound social, economic, and political inequities. As followers of Jesus, we commit

ourselves to the pursuit of justice and pledge to stand in solidarity with all who are
marginalized and oppressed.
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Thank you  t o  th i s  mon th ' s

S t .  Pau ly ' s  C l o th i ng  Shed

vo l un t ee r s !
Rich Spinelli (1/31)
Art Cooper (2/7)
Ed Nuse (2/14)

Dan Liggett (2/21)
Linda Carroll (2/28)

February

B i r thdays
Tia Waterhouse (2/6)

Mary Jane Russell (2/7)
Kristina Lutz (2/9)

Kris Lutz (2/12)
Charlene Marcus (2/14)

Beth Kaforey (2/23)
Debbie Schwabel (2/24)

Upcom ing Even t s

Pastor Jennifer Stamm, LP
phone: (716) 603-4470

email:  jendstamm@gmail.com

Liturgists for service recordings. Please email Shannon or call
the office (662-7912, extension 2) to arrange a time to record at
the church.
Children's Ministry Team members.  Please let Pastor Jen
know if you are interested!
We have decided to keep our church food pantry open! We will
be accepting donations all year. Corey from 716 Fresh is open
on Sunday’s from 1-2 if anyone wants to drop off items for our
food shelf. Or, call Art Cooper, Missions Coordinator (662-9125)
to arrange a drop off or pick-up. If you know someone who is in
need, please contact Pastor Jen at (603-4470) or
JenDStamm@gmail.com.
Treasurer - please contact Pastor Jen or Carolyn if interested.

Currently seeking volunteers for...

Serv i c e  Oppor tun i t i e s

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;

and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to walk humbly with your God?

Micah 6:8

OPUMC 2021 Focus Verse


