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February 5, 2021

Who do you take your troubles to? Jesus' disciples freely
brought their troubles to him because they found him
ready and able to deal with any difficulty, affliction, or
sickness which they encountered. When Simon brought
Jesus to his home, his mother-in-law was instantly healed
because Jesus heard Simon's prayer. Jerome, an early
church bible scholar and translator (c. 347-420), reflects on
this passage:

“Can you imagine Jesus standing before your bed and you
continue sleeping? It is absurd that you would remain in
bed in his presence. Where is Jesus? He is already here
offering himself to us. 'In the middle,' he says, 'among you
he stands, whom you do not recognize' (Cf. John 1:26) 'The
kingdom of God is in your midst' (Mark 1:15). Faith beholds
Jesus among us. If we are unable to seize his hand, let us
prostrate ourselves at his feet. If we are unable to reach his
head, let us wash his feet with our tears. Our repentance is
the perfume of the Savior. See how costly is the
compassion of the Savior."

Do you allow Jesus to be the Lord and healer in your
personal life, family, and community? Approach the Lord
with expectant faith. God's healing power restores us not
only to health but to active service and care of others.
There is no trouble he does not want to help us with and
there is no bondage he can't set us free from. Do you take
your troubles to him with expectant faith that he will help
you?

Lord Jesus Christ, you have all power to heal and to deliver
from harm. There is no trouble nor bondage you cannot
overcome. Set me free to serve you joyfully and to love and
serve others generously. May nothing hinder me from
giving myself wholly to you and to your service. Amen.
by Mt. Tabor UMC

Black History Month is a great
time for us to focus the UNY
Conference's Imagine No
Racism initiative. The goal of
“Imagine No Racism” is for
churches and connectional
organizations within the
Conference to show a “real
increase in mission and
ministries that impact racial
justice in churches and
communities.”

Discipleship Ministries of UMC
has created daily prayers for
anti-racism. Enclosed is a list of
last week's prayers.

UB's 45th Annual Martin Luther
King, Jr. Commemoration Keynote

Speaker: Patrisse Cullors
Wednesday, February 10, 7 PM ET,

Zoom
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February 7: Super Bowl Sunday

February 10 @ 7 PM: Church Council

   meeting

February 16: Red Letter Challenge

   begins

February 17: Ash Wednesday

Orchard Park United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.
We celebrate God’s gift of diversity and value the wholeness made possible in community

equally shared and shepherded by all. We welcome and affirm people of every gender
identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation, who are also of every age, race, ethnicity,
physical and mental ability, level of education, and family structure, and of every economic,

immigration, marital, and social status, and so much more. We acknowledge that we live in a
world of profound social, economic, and political inequities. As followers of Jesus, we commit

ourselves to the pursuit of justice and pledge to stand in solidarity with all who are
marginalized and oppressed.
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Thank you  t o  th i s  mon th ' s

S t .  Pau ly ' s  C l o th i ng  Shed

vo l un t ee r s !
Rich Spinelli (1/31)
Art Cooper (2/7)
Ed Nuse (2/14)

Dan Liggett (2/21)
Linda Carroll (2/28)

February

B i r thdays
Mary Jane Russell (2/7)
Charlene Marcus (2/14)

Beth Kaforey (2/23)
Debbie Schwabel (2/24)

Upcom ing Even t s

Pastor Jennifer Stamm, LP
phone: (716) 603-4470

email:  jendstamm@gmail.com

Pray for Pastor Jen, who has tested positive for COVID-19 and is
not feeling well.
Pray for the family of Walter Nottleman, Carol Brauer's brother,
who passed away on January 26.
Pray for Donna Kroh's sister, Kay, who is in the hospital in
Atlanta due to early stage renal failure. The doctors feel they
caught it in time but it will take time for a full recovery.
Please pray for Candy and Joe's neighbor, Scott, who will be
receiving a stem cell transplant next week.
Please pray Roger and Debi, friends of Candy and Joe. Roger
has been fighting prostate cancer for 13 years. Meds don’t seem
to be helping anymore.
Pray for the health of Maria Galley's uncle, Scott Jedrysik.
Pray for Lurly Hunsberger.
Pray for continued healing for Beth Stuart's friend Tony.
Continue pray for our new president and all our elected leaders
as they tackle the many obstacles facing our country.
Pray for people in our community, as the COVID-19 pandemic
affects all of us in different ways.

Have a prayer request you'd like to share? Has God answered your
prayer? Email opumc@verizon.net or call Pastor Jen at 603-4470. We will
include your prayer request or praise report in next week's NewsFlash.
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may

be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.
James 5:16

Prayer  Reque s t s

But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall

mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary,

they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31



JANUARY 25, 2021
God of all, we observe small children of varied races embrace each other
warmly and joyfully;

Help us recognize our own adult sad lack of innocence making us draw back
unthinkingly from your people of other races, even to see them threaten in our
dreams!

Help us know ourselves to be tarnished from ignorant assumption when we
were young ourselves; help us to acknowledge the old, deep flaw and
overcome it willingly, out of love of you, who love all ages and races as your
children, even, mercifully, us.
Sharon K. Dunn, from Race and Prayer: Collected Voices Many Dreams edited by Malcolm Boyd and Chester L. Talton (Morehouse
Publishing, 2003), 183.

JANUARY 26, 2021
Loving God, you are the most holy Redeemer.

I confess my complicity in White Supremacy by my silence and my blindness
to the truth about the church oppressing people in the name of saving them
so that they could be exploited through slavery, stealing their land, imprisoning
them, taking of their children and other inhumane treatment.

God, thank you for the Black Lives Matter Movement providing the
opportunity for the church now to learn about and understand the harm that
we have caused by what we wrongly had believed from our White
Supremacy perspective to be for their good.

God, give us courage and strength to journey and to struggle together to
repent of our transgressions towards people of color and to interrupt racism in
all of its ungodly manifestations.

Amen.
Chesie Lee, participant in the Mountain Sky Conference (UMC) virtual journey of daily prayer, organized by Rev. Bich Thy (Betty) Nguyen,
Multicultural and Advocacy Ministries Developer, Mountain Sky Conference.



JANUARY 27, 2021
"These people who have been turning the world upside down have come here
also” - Acts 17:6 NRSV
The world doesn’t like change, God of transformation and growth.
Never has, from the very beginning. We want things to stay the way they are,
Or at least the way we imagine them to be.
Peel back the changes until we get back to . . . what?
Some imagined “greatness” that was built on oppression?
Some “innocent” time when we didn’t worry about the suffering of those not
like us?
The world doesn’t like change, God of justice and emancipation.
Never has.

Which is why you came among us to turn the world upside down.
Which is why your church, from the very beginning was proclaiming a new
reality that turned all our hatreds on their heads.
Which is why the gospel was a threat, from its very inception,
to the status quo,
to the powers that be,
to the way things are.
And that gospel is still at work turning the world upside down.

Lord of upside-down and right-side up,
Let me be a part of that which turns the world
Upside-down.
Let me be one of those
who don’t fear
kin-dom change.

Amen.
Derek C. Weber, January 2021



JANUARY 28, 2021
Almighty God,
How many are the stars
That fill the eternal night?
Yet you walk among them,
Knowing them each from time to time
When you created them.

O Fullness of Wisdom,
How many worlds have you counted?
Each race, lifting its voice
To magnify your greatness,
Lives age to age in you.

Eternal Spirit,
How great is your creation!
In the fullness of time,
Bring all to that place
Where all are one
And no shadows fall.
Douglas R. Briggs, from Race and Prayer: Collected Voices Many Dreams edited by Malcolm Boyd and Chester L. Talton (Morehouse
Publishing, 2003), 191.

JANUARY 29, 2021
God, you have blessed us with so much diversity in this world: diversity of
people, of environments, of ways to be and interact with one another.

And yet, we so often turn away from that diversity. We hurt each other for
being different and close ourselves off from new ideas and experiences.

God, we thank you for bringing us together to learn and share and for giving
us the tools to fight for racial justice.

Please show us to be open to the diversity around us. Help us examine our
prejudices and our privilege. Help us show compassion and love to all of your
people.
Melissa Trujillo, participant in the Mountain Sky Conference (UMC) virtual journey of daily prayer, organized by Rev. Bich Thy (Betty)
Nguyen, Multicultural and Advocacy Ministries Developer, Mountain Sky Conference.


